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The term constructivism refers to a school of philosophy that emphasizes the role of construction in cognition. The
most well known proponent was the philosopher Henri Bergson. The word constructivist was first used in this sense by
the philosopher and psychologist Gregory Vlastos in the context of the philosophy of psychology (Vlastos, 1985). "The

constructivist thesis," Vlastos wrote, "is that the world is constructed and not given" (p. 71). This indicates that the
world is made up of basic (elementary) objects. In contrast to this, B.F. Skinner argued that not only is the environment

constructed, but so is man. Furthermore, instead of being immediate and concrete, the environment is the concrete
starting point of all our actions, that is, our actions are always based on past associations. Since the environment

always plays an important part in the learning process, experiments have been carried out on the learning of spatial
concepts and spatial reasoning. Important results have been obtained by A. Ehrenfeuchter, F. Mayer, R. Schmidt-Helm,

and D. Bruine de Bruin. The students were trained on a virtual reality set. When the students were tested on a
subsequent examination, they performed better in the constructivist than in the Skinnerian approach. For a more

detailed discussion of the results, see Graber, Stadler, and Neubert (2009). According to Vlastos (1985) constructivism
was developed in three stages. In the first stage, an original approach was developed by the psychiatrist and

philosopher Pierre Janet. His idea was that all information is stored in our mind. This information is the result of the
"psychic phenomena" or the "primary process." Every primary process is primarily unconscious. Our consciousness is
made up of a series of "secondary processes," which are directed toward the task of making sense of our experiences.

For example, in the process of memory formation, we associate different thoughts with each other. If we look for a
street, it might be the case that "the street" is associated with "the east," "the north," "the house," etc. When we look
for a street, we may thus remember the house first, then the east, then the north. Furthermore, the second stage of
constructivism was developed by the Russian philosopher and psychologist Lev Vygotsky. The idea of Vygotsky was

that the processes developed in the first stage of constructivism were part of 6d1f23a050
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