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accessed for 7 days after publication at: aspects of differentiation and tumorigenesis. This review attempts to
integrate information from immunology and tumor biology to define the role of immunologic differentiation in
the establishment of the inflammatory state that promotes tumor development. My contention is that tumors are

the consequence of a systemic change that suppresses immunity, while imunologic differentiation is the opposite,
and that both must be considered in the context of a tumor-promoting or tumor-inhibiting microenvironment. The

possibility that tumors simply reflect the reappearance of cells that have long been lying dormant, under
conditions in which a suppressor cells exist in the environment, was explored by activation of suppressor T cells in
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